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A Few Thousand Dollars
Sparking Prosperity for Everyone

ROBERT E. FRIEDMAN

A GUIDE  TO  MAKING  THE  U .S .  ECONOMY WORK FOR  EVERYONE ,  BY  A  LEADING  ADVOCATE  OF  ASSET 
DEVELOPMENT 

The American people—all the American people, especially those 
who have been left out and sidelined by past investments—
deserve a realistic chance at going to college, buying a home, 
starting a business. This is the way an economy grows.
—FROM A FEW THOUSAND DOLLARS

The majority of Americans do not have a few thousand dollars to weather an unex-

pected illness, job loss, or accident. Most Americans, including 80 percent of people 

of color, are locked out of the mainstream economy, unable to add their talents, work, 

and dreams, unable to share in the bounty of this economy. Without a nest egg most 

Americans cannot invest in their future—and the future of our country—through saving, 

entrepreneurship, education, and homeownership. We can—and we should—do better.

Longtime leader in the field of asset-building Robert E. Friedman demonstrates 

how a few simple policy changes would address wealth inequality—and build a bet-

ter economy and a stronger country for us all. In six sharp, compelling chapters, ac-

cented by sixteen original black-and-white illustrations by Rohan Eason that present 

the realities of income and asset inequality and explain the needed policy interven-

tions, Friedman addresses savings, business, education, home, and prosperity to 

articulate a vision for making inclusive investments without spending an additional 

dollar, just by transforming tax subsidies for the wealthy few into seeds for prosper-

ity for everyone. This is an investment with a huge return: the redemption of the 

American promise of prosperity for all.

Robert E. Friedman is founder and general counsel of Prosperity 

Now, formerly the Corporation for Enterprise Development (CFED), 

a thirty-nine-year-old national economic development nonprofit. He 

helped create the U.S. microenterprise and savings and asset-building  

fields and the international enterprise development and child savings 

fields. He lives in San Mateo, California.

• One-fifth of this nation is un- or 
underbanked, mired in debt, and 
facing an average $2,400 a 
year in interest, fines, and fees.

• Almost half the country lacks 
the liquid savings to survive 
three months at the poverty 
line if their major form of in-
come were to be disrupted. 

• This figure rises to three-fifths 
of African Americans, Latinos, 
and other communities of color. 

• A few thousand dollars means 
being able to weather the inevi-
table illness and accidents that 
otherwise knock down into a 
debt spiral.
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